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SWITCHGRASS (Panicum virgatum)

Common Names: None known

General Information:

Switchgrass is a native, warm-season perennial grass.  Foliage of mature plants is between 3-5 feet in height with some varieties growing as tall as 10 feet on rich soil sites. Switchgrass is both sod and bunch forming; sod forms are found in lowlands while bunch-forming types are generally found in the uplands.  The grass adapts to most sites with very little difficulty. Root systems that are extensive and deep allow the plant to reach for moisture in the driest years.  This root system also allows the plant to tolerate extra moisture and inundation for short periods of time without seriously affecting the plant.  Thick stands of Switchgrass provide excellent nesting and brood cover for upland birds. In areas subject to ice and snow, Switchgrass is favored for its ability to withstand the elements without breaking over completely, thus creating pockets of protection for birds and small mammals.  A conventional seeder is used for planting.

Varieties or cultivars (improved releases):

1) Alamo was developed in Texas.  The foliage is coarser than some varieties and often reaches 10 feet in height.  Its late maturity date insures production into the early fall.

2) Blackwell is a variety that produces lush foliage longer into the growing season, and is disease resistant.  Heavy vigorous roots and stems make it excellent for conservation use.

3) Cave-in-Rock originated in Illinois.  It is a top choice among all the Switchgrass varieties because of its palatability and disease resistance.  Cave-in-Rock Switchgrass is noted for its adaptability to the growing conditions found in the more eastern states, especially the high humidity areas.  It grows best in years of average rainfall and temperature.  Plants often reach over 5 feet at maturity.  Late maturing, it grows best on fertile, well-drained soils.

4) Kanlow is a lowland variety of Switchgrass that is suited to the southern two-thirds of the United States in lowland sections.  It is especially well suited to poorly drained sites or areas subject to periodic flooding, but also performs well on upland soils.  Young plants are succulent and are readily grazed by livestock.

5) Nebraska 28 is a particularly well-adapted grass for the sand hills of Nebraska or similar types of soils and conditions.

6) Pathfinder is a late maturing, winter hardy, vigorous variety of Switchgrass.  Pathfinder gives superior results in stand establishment, forage and seed production.

7) Shelter originated in New York and is used primarily for wildlife plantings and highway rights of way.  It is durable and demonstrates great stability.

8) Trailblazer is a variety of Switchgrass that refines the finest qualities of Pathfinder and adds an even greater degree of winter strength.  Northern states with a harsh climate find this variety particularly suitable for their needs.  It is a very palatable grass with a high T.D.N. (total digestible nutrients).

9)      Others:  Carthage, Forestburg, Summer

Preferred planting time:

1) Preferred time is in the spring before June 30.

2) Dormant planting in December-February.

3) Planting rate is 4-6 PLS pounds per acre if in a pure stand.

4) If in a mixture, Switchgrass should represent the lowest percentage of grasses in the mix.
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